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Day 7: At last, 3 change in the weather, but we’d like more rain. Yesterday was the first day of the Minor and the
challenge of managing them each day alongside the juniors, which starts earlier, will be interesting!

Australian Juniors

Junta Ikeda put up a good fight
against the leader, Moulthun
Ly, but eventually succumbed.
Moulthun now leads by half a
point from Angela Song (who
he plays tomorrow) and Gareth
Oliver (who he has already
played).

The upsets continued aplenty in
this event, with wins by David
Webster, Jonas Muller,
Shayne Hunter, Daniel
Posner, Leoma Lee, Sebastian
Jule and Daniel Barrett, and
draws by Fedja Zulfic, Sam
Grigg, Joshua Dalton and
Daniel Ford.

Alex Jule defeated Sally Yu
today on board one of the girls
under 18 event to take the
outright lead on 5/6. Jessica
Kinder and Deborah Ng are
just half a point behind on 4.5
after wins over Miona Ikeda
and Susan Sheng respectively.

Kelvin Finke was perhaps a
little fortunate to be offered a
draw in his board one game
against Jonathan Ren. The
draw enabled him to retain a half
point lead at the top of the
standings over four players.
Yuan Yi got going again with a
win over Joshua Lau, Liam
McGarity defeated Edward
Xing and Kevin Zhu had a win
over Bevan Lee. Van Nguyen,
Etienne Masle-Farquhar,
James Li and Brandon Leggett
all had good results in this under
12 open competition

Emma Guo is looking more and
more like the winner of the girls
under 12 event. Today she
defeated Megan Setiabudi to go
to 5.5/6, whilst Charmian
Zhang stayed in touch just half a
point behind with a win over
Caroline Shan.

The Xstrata Australian
Championships

English GM Murray Chandler defeated GM
Lubomir Ftacnik in a complicated opposite
coloured bishop ending to move to the
outright lead on 5 points after 6 rounds of
the 2006 Xstrata Australian
Championships yesterday evening.

IM David Smerdon fought tenaciously
with the black pieces against Australia’s
number one player GM Ian Rogers to earn
a draw. This completed five consecutive
games for Smerdon against the GMs in the
field, for a record of 2 wins and 3 draws. It
is believed that this is the first time that an
Australian player has had the opportunity to
play 5 consecutive games against GMs in
Australia in Australian chess history.

GM Roland Schmaltz is right back on
track after his early loss to Smerdon,
yesterday defeating reigning champion IM
Gary Lane to move to just half a point
behind Chandler.

Other interesting results included a win for
Geoge Xie over IM Stephen Solomon, a
draw for Moulthun Ly with Igor
Goldenberg and a win for Raymond Song
over Jay Lackner.

It was great to see such fighting chess and
an almost complete absence of short draws.

Kevin Sheldrick dropped his first draw in
the Major to Gavin Marner, who is joined
by Neil Wright, Mehmedalija Dizdarevic
and Ilia Zvedeniouk just half a point back.
Most games in the Major were fought out
between closely matched players.
Noteworthy results included Ben Lazarus’
defeat of Phil Viner, Blair Slack-Smith’s
draw with Boris Lukursky and Nathanael
Bielenberg’s win over Sherab Guo-
Yuthok.

The first two rounds of the Minor were held
yesterday. Two wins were scored by
Andrew Fitzpatrick, Mos Ali, Mark
Craven, Eliot Hoving, Anthony Lam,
John Alkin, Nenad Chelebichanin, Mark
Stokes, David Messina and Dennis Wan.

Tournament Contacts
Organising Committee Arbiters Media Liaison
Graeme Gardiner Gary Bekker Cathy Rogers
[0438 305797] Roland Eime

Tan Murray [0412 717053]
John Humphrey
Lionel Smerdon

Charles Zworestine

Jason Lyons Bulletins

Wendy Gardiner

Player profiles

Good friends Gareth Oliver, the formally
dressed and dapper young gentleman on
the right (for those seeing it
in b&w, his suit is a delicate
shade of apple green, his
shirt navy and tie pale
mulberry—very suave) and
James Cronan (no pic,
unfortunately) come under
the spotlight today. These
two chess identities became
friends via the chess scene
some time ago, Jimmy living
in Sydney and Gareth in
Canberra. They have both
achieved distinctions in
chess, Gareth taking out the
Under 10 and 12 Australian
Championships and James
the Under 14. They both
represented their schools in =
the National Finals in Sydney [&5
recently. -

When asked which overseas players they
found interesting, Gareth opted for
Russian GM Alexander Morozevich and
James chose a Polish IM Krzysztof
Zolnierowicz—hmmm, likely! They both
enjoy the middle game best, where their
own brand of chess prevails, away from
opening theory.

Problem Corner

Solution to Problem 5

1.Bh3. h5 2.g5.h4
3.Bxeb.h3 4.Bxd5.h2
5.Ba2+. Kal 6.Nc2#

Arthur Willmott’'s Problem No. 6
White to play and mate in 7
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Alex Davidovic’s annotated games from round 5

Stephen Solomon - Ian Rogers Darryl Johansen - Igor Goldenberg

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 e6 4. Bxc6 bxc6 5. d3 Darryl Johansen is waking up after a slow start. In
(Stephen’s score against Ian is rather disastrous, so in round 5, he produced a fine win against Igor
today’s game he shies away from 3.d4 and the gloves- Goldenberg.

off approach to try something new and surprising.
However, the closed and the strategic nature of the 1.c4fc6 2.fo3 Nfg 3.d4 d5 4.Nc3 e6 5':95 hIG_ "
position does not suit his attacking style.) 5...Qc7 6. 6.Bxf6 Qxf6 7.Qb3 (In a bid to escape the Englis

b3 e5! (Aimed at taming Bb2.) 7. Bb2 d6 8. 0-0 Defence grind at Darryl’s hands, Igor transposed
Be7 9. Nbd2 Nf6 10. c3?! (Stephen struggles to find into Semi-Slav. This has not brought him much joy
an effective plan against Ian’s setup. It is hard to because equalising the play for black is not easy:
imagine that white can gain any advantage by white is more active, controls more space, and Bc8
attacking black’s stronghold with ¢3 and d4. Perhaps canngt ez_SIIy find a gc/)/od SPOt}) Z."Nld7k8.37d1
preparing f2-f4 instead would be more in the nature of Qd8? (This move spells trouble for black - the

the position.) 10...Ba6é 11. Re1l Nd7 (Not 11...Bd3 queen retreats to oppose the rook.) 9.e3 Bd6
12.C€I, Which)wou/d have trapped the b(ishop.) 12.d4 10.Be2 0-0 11.0-0 Qe7 12'Nd2,b6 13.e4 dxc4
0-0! (White calmly completes the development, (13...dxed looks better. The move in the game
keeping the tension in the centre.) 13. Re3 Bf6 14. leaves Darryl will full control over the central )
Nf1l Rfe8 15. Ng3 g6 16. h4 Nf8 17. Ne2 Rads8 18. squares.) 14.Nxc4 Bc7 15.f4 b5 (Although black’s
Qc2 Ne6 19. g3? (With careful manoeuvring Ian built position seems solid, he is being squeezed out of

a powerful position. Stephen’s last move, however, squares. By playing 15...b5 Igor attempts to gain

. . . the queenside and generate counter-
makes it easy for him because white drops a pawn some space on
with no compensation.) 19...exd4 20. cxd4 Bxe2 play.) 16.Ne3 Bb6 17.Kh1 a6 18.Qc2 Bb7 19.Bf3

21. Rxe2 cxd4 22. Rd1 c5 23. Nh2 Bg7 24. f4 Qb6 Rfd8 20.e5 Nf8 21.Ne2 Rac8 22.Be4 c5 (It is

hard to find a better plan for black, but this move
25. Kg2 Qa6 26. Nf3 Rb8 27. Qd3 Qxd3 28. Rxd3 4 .
d5! (The central pawns are starting to roll, and white allows the d4-d5 advance. Darryl happily transfers
cannot stop them without further losses of the all of his forces to the kingside gaining initiative with

material.) 29. e5 c4 30. Rxd4 Nxd4 31. Nxd4 Rec8 every move.) 23.d5 exd5 24.Nxd5 BxdS 25.Bxd5
32. h5 Bf8 33. hxg6 hxgé 34. Kf3 a5 35. e6 Bg7 ':,‘?5 2hs-Qe,4 Rd7 27-;5! Ng5 28-;‘,5! Qf8 (A’Zer
36. bxc4 fxe6 37. cxd5 exd5 38. Kg4 Rc4 39. Rd2 this, there is no way of stopping white’s attack.
Rxb2 40. Rxb2 Rxd4 41, RbG Kh7 42. Ka§ Rd3 Vo3 does not offer auffiient compensation for the.
43. g4 Bh6+ 44. Kf6 Bxf4 45.95 Rc3 46.Ra6 d4
47 Fca5 Re6+ 48.KE7 d3 o nC 2 knight.) 29.Qf5 Rcd8 30.Nf4 Kh8 31.h4 g6
) ) 32.Qg4 Nh7 33.Bxf7! Qxf7 34.Nxg6+
0-1
1-0
Photographs

The photos taken on these pages are generally supplied by Cathy Rogers (for which we thank her), or Graeme and
Wendy Gardiner. The delightful one of Gareth overleaf was used with permission from the Oliver family. If you, dear
readers, have any interesting photos or other illustrations relating to this championship event, please don’t be shy—let
us share them.



