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Problem Corner 
Solution to Problem 3 

1.Qd6. Re6 
2.Qf4+. Kxf4 
3.Nd5+. Kf5 
4.g4# 

Arthur Willmott’s Problem No. 4 
Mate in 9 

Day 4: Again it was too hot for the kids to kick a ball outside, unfortunately, but  it was a beautiful sunny day 
by any standards . . . and the balmy evening was perfect for watching the fireworks. 

Bulletin No. 4 
Sunday 1 January 

Happy New 

Year everyone! 

Australian Juniors 
There was an outbreak of peace in round 
four of the under 18 open today, with the 
top three boards all finishing in draws. 
Moulthun Ly dropped his first half-point 
against Gareth Oliver, James Cronan 
drew with Vincent Suttor and Junta 
Ikeda drew with Michael Morris. These 
six players were joined in the lead by 
Angela Song and Max Illingworth on 
3.5/4. 

Once again there were a string of upset 
results in this event. Michael McGuirk 
defeated Ganesh Viswanath, Rengen 
Vijayakumar drew with Reubban 
Muthusamy, Justin Chow defeated 
Edwin Wu, Joshua Dalton defeated 
Devrim Van Dijk, Bob Liang drew with 
David Behne-Smith, Nathanael Lim 
drew with Steven Cooke and Nathanael 
Bielenberg drew with Matthew 
Beltrami. 

The top two boards in the girls under 18 
also ended in draws today, with Jessica 
Kinder drawing with Sally Yu and 
Kayleigh Smith drawing with 
Alexandra Jule. Susan Sheng defeated 
Miona Ikeda and Molly McGarity 
defeated Sophie Eustace. 

In the under 12 open event, Yuan Yi and 
Kelvin Finke set up a top board clash in 
round five by defeating Kevin Zhu and 
Edison Tsui respectively. Lachlan van 
den Bergh had a huge upset win over 
Cedric Antolis, as did Daniel Arase 
over Alex Grossman. Bevan Lee also 
had a very good win over Vincent 
Horton. 

The top board clash in the girls under 12s 
resulted in a win to the pre-tournament 
favourite, Emma Guo over Charmian 
Zhang. Emma must now be regarded as 
the favourite to win this event, although 
Karen Khoo may have other ideas. 
Caroline Shan defeated the higher rated 
Katrina Knapp to move up into third 
place with Charmian. 

The Xstrata Australian  
Championships  

Another GM scalp to IM David Smerdon 
is the big news from round four. We don’t 
want to put the kybosh on David, but the 
only time an 
Australian has 
scored a GM norm 
in Australia on the 
way to the GM 
title was Darryl 
Johansen at the 
Australian Open in 
Adelaide in 1991. 
And Darryl was 
David’s 
unfortunate victim 
in round four. 

David will play GM Murray Chandler in 
round five. Both players are on 3.5/4. 

GMs Ian Rogers and Lubomir Ftacnik 
had an 18 move draw, whilst reigning 
champion IM Gary Lane held GM Murray 
Chandler to a draw. IMs Stephen 
Solomon and Alex Wohl moved into the 
picture with convincing wins against 
Moulthun Ly and James Obst 
respectively. 

Laura Moylan is now proving the surprise 
packet of the event, drawing with IM 
Zong Yuan Zhao in round five. Well done 
Laura! 

In the major, Kevin Sheldrick is the 
outright leader on 4/4, followed by Lee 
Jones, Craig Duxbury, Gavin Marner 
and Rukman Vijayakumar on 3.5. In 
round four, Nathanael Bielenberg 
defeated Oleg Korenevsky, Eugene 
Schön defeated Ian Rout, David Behne-
Smith defeated Richard Lilly, and 
Jonathan Behne-Smith defeated Emma 
Guo.  

Brayden Soo achieved a draw against 
Robert Hvistendahl, Michael Cashman 
defeated Helen Milligan, Louay Al-
Zaher drew with Slobodan Krstic, David 
Lovejoy drew with Matthew Sonter and 
Shannon Oliver drew with Phil Viner. 

Birthdays  
A little bird has told us of a New Year’s  
Day birthday—congratulations to Ryan 
Louie on your 10th birthday! Several 
other birthdays have come and gone 
during the tournament and there are 
quite a few more to come in the next 
few days, as one would expect with this 
number of competitors. Hope they all 
enjoy(ed) their day. 

Australian Rapid  
& Junior Rapid 

To date we have 103 juniors and 47 
adults lining up for this rest day 
event. 
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Alex Davidovic’s annotated games from round 3 

 

1. d4 d5 2. c4 c6 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. Nf3 e6 5. e3 Nbd7 6. 

Qc2 b6 (In the Semi-Slav Defence, Bc8 is the main 

problem for the leaders of black pieces, and black’s last 

move prepares the fianchetto. 6…Bd6 is a more common 

approach.) 7. Bd3 Bb7 8. O-O Bd6 9. e4 dxe4 10. Nxe4 

Nxe4 11. Bxe4 Qc7 12. Be3 c5?! (After this, the bishops 

are exchanged. However, white secures some small but 

durable advantage. 12…Nf6 looks safer.) 13. Bxb7 Qxb7 

14. Rad1 O-O 15. d5 e5 (The position is now clearly 

better for white because of the powerful passed Pd5 and his 

excellent piece coordination. To stem the flow, black 

probably should have taken on d4 on move 14.) 16. Ng5 

f5 (diagram) 17. g4! (After this strong move, things go 

from bad to worse for black. Even though Zhao sacrifices 

the exchange in order to close the lines of attach, white’s 

advantage is overwhelming.) 17…g6 18. Ne6 f4 19. Nxf8 

Rxf8 20. Bc1 f3 21. Qe4 Qc8 22. h3 Qd8 23. g5 Rf5 

24. Rd3 Qf8 25. Kh1 b5 26. b3 bxc4 27. bxc4 Nb6 28. 

Rg1 Qc8 29. Rxf3 Rxf3 30. Qxf3 Nxc4 31. Rg4  

1-0 

 

 

Lubomir Ftacnik - Zong-Yuan Zhao  Eddy Levi  - Alex Wohl  

 

1. e4 e6 2. d4 c5 3. c3 (Securing some extra space with 3.d5 

deserves attention.) 3…b6 4. Nf3 Bb7 5. Bd3 Nf6 6. Qe2 Be7 

7. O-O Nc6 8. a3 d5 9. e5 Nd7 (Eager to get out of theory and 

start the over-the-board fight as early as possible, both Eddy and 

Alex experimented in the opening. Finally, through the original 

move order, the game settled into the familiar French formation. 

White’s Pe5 gives him the extra space on the kingside, which is 

his principal field of action. In the moves that follow Eddy 

attempts to close the queenside, which would give him free hands 

to take the initiative on the opposite side of the board.) 10. b4 

cxd4 11. cxd4 Rc8 12. Nbd2 Nf8 (Without a role on the 

queenside, the knight heads for g6, cheekily provoking white into 

advancing with g3 and h4.) 13. Bb2 Ng6 14. g3 O-O 15. h4 

Re8 16. h5 Nf8 17. Nh2 a5 18. b5 Nb8 19. f4 Nbd7 20. g4 

h6 21. Rf2 Nh7 22. Raf1 (At this stage, white has every reason 

to be satisfied with the position. Black’s counter-play on the 

queenside has been neutralized, all the squares on the ‘c’ file are 

well-covered, and white can look forward to the siege of his 

opponent’s king.) 22…Ndf8 (Alex brings all the reinforcements 

he can to the kingside.) 23. Nhf3 Rc7 24. Kh2?! (After 

achieving a dominant position, Eddy hesitates, unsure of how to 

proceed. The plan with 24. Rg2 followed by 25. Qe1 looks better, 

with the idea to advance Pg4-g5 and play Qg3 when black 

captures on g5.) 24…f6 25. Bb1 fxe5 26. fxe5 (26.de5 is 

strong, denying black the g5 square.) 26…Bg5 27. Ng1? 

(Strange retreat, allowing black to infiltrate the kingside using 

dark squares. The simple 27. Ng5 Qg5 28. Kg3! is a better 

option.) 27…Bxd2! 28. Qxd2 Qh4+ 29. Nh3 Ng5 30. Qd3 

(30.Qe3!? could have given white a more stubborn defence.) 

30…Ne4 31. Rf4 Nh7 32. Kg2 Rec8 33. R1f3 Nhg5 34. Re3 

Rf8 35. Rxf8+ Kxf8 36. Nxg5 Qf2+ (Alex masterly exploited 

the opportunity, performing a beautiful dance with his pieces and 

mounting more pressure with every move. After his last move, 

white’s position thoroughly falls apart.) 37. Kh1 Qxb2 38. Qf1+ 

Kg8 39. Bxe4 dxe4 40. Nxe6 Rc1 41. Re1 e3+ 42. d5 Bxd5+    

0-1 


