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Day 12: Much excitement was generated by the Song-Huang play-off for the Junior 
Championship and the championship grade itself was hanging in the balance . . . read on 

Problem Corner 
Solution to Problem 10 

1.Bg8. c2 2.Nd2 
 g2 2.Nf2 
 b3 2.Nxc3 
 h3 2.Nxg3 
 c4 2.Rd4 
 f4 2.Rh7 
 cxb5 2.Bd5 

We hope you enjoyed these 
puzzles, kindly provided by Arthur 

Willmott, who is a many times 
winner of chess problem 

competitions at world level. If you 
would like to purchase his book of 
problems (at a very modest price—

I think $8), please let us know. 

Australian Juniors 
There was a dramatic finish to the Australian Junior 
Championships. Angela Song only needed a draw 
against Justin Huang to secure the title, but after 
five and a half hour game, she lost. So after a break 
of one hour, the two settled down to slug it out in a 
two-game play-off. 

In the first game with the white pieces, Angela was 
winning, but under time pressure she erred and had 
to agree to a draw. In the second game Angela was 
simply losing, with her queen on h8 and Justin’s 
pawn imprisoning her on f6. But somehow she 
managed to extricate herself, and ended up winning. 

She shook hands, pumped the air with a two-fisted 
salute, and celebrated her fantastic feat of becoming 
the first female winner of the Australian Junior 
Championship in its 57 year history. In her victory 
speech at the closing ceremony, Angela said “If any 
of you guys have any trouble with a girl winning, 
just take it up with my brother Raymond who 
introduced me to chess”. 

Justin Huang finished second, and Moulthun Ly, 
Gareth Oliver and Junta Ikeda finished in a tie for 
third to fifth. Junta won the under 16s, and Edwin 
Wu won the under 14s after a play-off with Andrew 
Brown. 

The following players had excellent results in the 
final round: Samuel Dalton, Yitao Lei, Sam Grigg, 
Nathanel Bielenberg, Sebastian Jule, Brock 
McIntyre, Daniel Barrett, Leoma Lee, Raymond 
Zhang, James Griggs and Kieton Beilby. 

Alexandra Jule was a very popular winner of the 
Australian Girls Championship, having finished 
second for the last two years. Sally Yu finished 
second (winning the under 16 title) and Kayleigh 
Smith third (and the under 14 title). Molly 
McGarity had a fine win over Jessica Kinder in the 
final round. 

Kelvin Finke recovered from his penultimate round 
loss in the under 12s to Gene Nakauchi by 
defeating Laurence Matheson in the final round to 
win the event by half a point from Yi Yuan. Gene 
continued his barnstorming finish by defeating Liam 
McGarity and leapfrogging him to finish third. 

Laurence Matheson won the under 10s, after 
finishing in a four-way tie with Joshua Lau, Alex 
Stahnke, Vincent Horton and Alex Grossman, 
and defeating Joshua Lau in a play-off. In the final 
round, James Li and Yijun Zhang had good wins, 
and Brandon Leggett completed an excellent 
tournament. 

In the girls under 12s, Emma Guo completed an 
almost perfect tournament winning with a score of 
10.5/11, one point ahead of Charmian Zhang, with 
Megan Setiabudi winning the girls under 10 title. 

The Xstrata Australian  
Championships  

GM Ian Rogers is the new Australian 
Champion after defeating young 
Raymond Song in the final round. IM 
David Smerdon over-stretched in his 
effort to defeat Igor Goldenberg, and 
lost for the first time in the tournament. 
Smerdon finished second equal with GM 
Murray Chandler, but can take a good 
deal of consolation after completing his 
first GM norm. GM Roland Schmaltz 
recovered from a bad start to finish 
fourth, with GM Lubomir Ftacnik and IM 
Gary Lane fifth and sixth respectively. 
Raymond Song did extremely well to 
finish with a plus score. 

Despite a final round loss to Damian 
Norris, Neil Wright won the Major with a 
score of 8.5/11, from Ilia Zvedeniouk, 
Malcolm Tredinnick and Ban Lazarus 
just half a point behind. Brayden Soo 
completed a fine tournament with a win 
over Peter Fry, Tyson Tangimentua 
and Luthien Russell had excellent wins 
over Vasil Tulevski and Hamish Selnes 
respectively, and Emma Guo had an 
upset draw with Boris Lukursky. 

In the Minor, Andrew Fitzpatrick was a 
convincing winner, half a point ahead of 
Leo Wilkinson, with Eliot Hoving a 
further half point behind in third place. 
Mary Wilkie had a good win against Bob 
Goodwin, as did Brandon Low over Greg 
Tanner. 

Closing Ceremony 
The closing ceremony was attended by 
approximately 450 people. Perhaps the 10 
random draw prizes of 10 x Chessbase 
Starter Packs had something to do with 
this. Whatever, there was a warm, vibrant 
atmosphere for the ceremony. 

Highlights included the awarding, for the 
first time ever, of the Australian Junior 
Championship trophy to a female. Grand 
Dame of Australian chess, Evelyn 
Koshnitsky aged 90, noticeably skipped 
across the stage to present the trophy to 
Angela Song – a fantastic moment for 
both of them – and shared by all present. 

Also the surprise presentation to GM Ian 
Rogers to celebrate 25 years as 
Australia’s number one player. The 
presentation included an audio-visual 
display with photographic highlights of his 
career. 

Another highlight was the two 
songs of her own composition, 
performed by singer/pianist 
Michelle Mowles. Michelle was a 
member of the Saint Stephens 
College Girls team that won the 
Australian High Schools Girls 
Teams Championship three times 
in five years. 

The closing ceremony went for two 
and a half hours, which we felt was 
too long. Nevertheless, almost 
everybody stayed right to the end. 
Afterwards, the kids went to the 
disco, whilst the adults went to the 
bar to socialise, and relax after a 
long hard tournament. 

Tournament results on 
the webpage 

The tournament results webpages 
for this event have been generated 
using a program called SP2HTML 
by Jonathan Paxman.  The 
program turns Swiss Perfect pairings 
files into a tournament website (with 
pairings, standings and crosstable) 
at the click of a button.  A javascript 
PGN viewer (based on LT PGN 
viewer by Lutz Tautenhahn) is 
incorporated to enable viewing of 
games in a play-through applet.   

Version 1.0 of SP2HTML has just 
been released.   

It is free, and can be downloaded 
from http://sp2html.paxmans.net/. 
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In the grandmasters’ duel between Roland 
Schmaltz and Lubomir Ftacnik white made the 
best of the double-edged Sheveningen Sicilian and 
won in a small number of moves. 

e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 
e6 6. f4 Nc6 7. Nf3 Be7 8. Bd3 Nb4 9. Be3 
(Ftacnik has been following the game between 
Roland Schmaltz and Jesper Hall, Harplinge 1998. 
Roland played 9. Be2 and lost, and in this game he 
deviates first, leaving the bishop on d3 and com-
pleting the development of his forces.) 9...Nxd3+ 
10. Qxd3 O-O 11. O-O-O b6 12. Nd4 Bb7 13. 
f5 (White aims at e6, trying to cause weaknesses 
in the black’s camp.) 13...Ng4 14. Kb1 d5 15. 
fxe6 dxe4 16. Qe2 Nxe3 17. Qxe3 Qc8?! (17. 
Qd6!?) 18. Nxe4 fxe6 19. Rhe1 Re8? (White has 
been putting pressure on his opponent’s position 

with lots of determi-
nation. Black errs, 
moving his rook 
from an open file to 
the passivity of e8, 
allowing white to 
mount a dangerous 
attack.) 20. Nb5 
Qc6 21. Ned6 
Bxd6 22. Nxd6 
Re7 23. Qb3 (White 
starts the siege of 
black’s main weak-
ness, Pe6. It is be-

coming hard for black to avoid material losses.) 
23...Ba6 24. Nf5! Rd7 (Black probably over-
looked his opponent’s next move. 24...Rf7 would 
have provided a more stubborn defence.) 
(diagram) 25. Rd6! Bc4? (25...Qd6 is forced, al-
though there is not enough compensation for the 
queen.) 26. Rxd7 exf5 27. Qf3    

1-0 

Roland Schmaltz - Lubomir Ftacnik  

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 
5.Bd3 Nc6 6.Nxc6 bxc6 7.c4 Bb4+ 8.Bd2 
Bxd2+ 9.Qxd2 d5 (Black could have waited for 
this move until it is fully developed.) 10.cxd5 
cxd5 11.exd5 Qxd5 (11...Nd5) 12.Nc3! 
(Placing trust in the rapid development of his 
pieces, white offers a pawn.) 12...Qxg2 13.O-O-
O O-O? (With the ‘g’ file wide open castling is an 
invitation to trouble.) 14.Rdg1 Qc6 15.Rxg7+! 
Kh8 (15...Kg7 loses to 16. Qg5.) 16.Rhg1 
(White is clearly winning, and the remaining 
black’s moves show increasing desperation.) 
16...Qh1 17.Rxh1 Rg8 18.Qh6 Rxg7 19.Qxf6 
Bb7 20.Rg1 Rg8 21.Rxg7 Rxg7 22.Nb5 h6 
23.Nd6 Bc6 24.Qd8+ Rg8 25.Qf6+ Rg7 
26.Nxf7+ Kg8 27.Nxh6+ Kh8 28.Qf8+ Rg8 
29.Qxg8    

1-0 

 

*If anyone has a digital photo of Jonathan please 
send it to me (Wendy Gardiner) at 

wgardiner@gardinerchess.com if you wish me 
put it up on the website. 

Liam McGarity - Jonathan Ren 

Alex Davidovic’s annotated games from round 10 

Unfortunately I 
haven’t got a 
photograph of 
Jonathan—ed* 


