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-.- Championships

Xstrata

Brisbane 2006

Australian Junior
Chess Championships

Well, the games have bequn—and so has the fun! Read on for up-to-date information on the happenings at the
Crest over the next few days. Today’s bulletin is a bit light-on, but watch this space!

Juniors

The Australian Junior Championships got
away on time at 9 am with what is believed
to be a record field of 172. It was gratifying
to see such strong support from the host
state Queensland, and indeed from all
around Australia. There was a good deal of
meeting and greeting in the foyer and in the
analysis room as old acquaintances were
renewed.

In the first round, nearly all results went with
seeding, with the two main upsets occurring
in the under 18 girls event. Susan Sheng
defeated Kieran Lyons and Sachini
Pathirana beat Kayleigh Smith. Sachini is
a surprise packet who lives in Roma, which is
about an eight hour drive west of Brisbane.
Sachini’s mother advised us that she did well
at chess in Sri Lanka, so it looks as though
Sachini may be a contender for honours in
this event.

The Xstrata Australian
Championships

The Xstrata Australian Championships
commenced to plan at 3 pm. Number one
seed Lubomir Ftacnik flew in on the day
from Europe to face arguably the strongest
field in the history of this 120-year-old
championship event. No doubt Gary Lane
hopes to retain his title, but it will be a hard
task.

We are all interested to see how well the two
very young guns, Raymond Song (aged 11)
and Moulthun Ly (14) can cope with their
vastly more experienced opponents in the
championship event. In fact, ‘ironman’
Moulthun is attempting the seemingly
impossible by competing in both the junior
and championship events. Ben Lazarus and
one or two other juniors are also challenging
at both junior and senior levels.

Questions that must be asked—can any
players achieve IM or GM norms? Will any
new players emerge to challenge for the
Australian Olympiad team?

Watch out for the answers as the 2006
Xstrata Australian Championships unfold
over the next two weeks.

Rapid and Lightning
Tournaments

All players are strongly urged to enter these
events before the appropriate day (1st and
6th January respectively). If you enter on the
day of the event you will probably be given a
bye for round one, and you may have to pay
a late fee.

We need to start on time and keep to our
timetable.

Closing Ceremony

This is being held at 7.30pm on Monday 9
January. In addition to the prizegiving, it will
also involve presentation of the ACF Medals,
various musical interludes, a very special
segment, and 10 random draw prizes of
Chessbase 10 Starter Packs (you have to be
present to win these—worth $275 each).

The closing ceremony will be followed by a
disco for the kids and rooftop drinks for the
adults. So if you are planning to depart on
the 9th before the presentation, please
consider rescheduling your departure.

Chess Shop

Brian Jones of Australian Chess
Enterprises is running the chess shop
and has a wide range of books and
other chess goodies. He is also selling
the tournament shirts at $25 each. The
polo shirts, which are in cool dry sports
material, are (we think!) beautifully
embroidered with the tournament logos,
and are a real snip at the price. They
are truly selling very fast, and one size
has already nearly sold out. So don't
leave it too late—you may miss out.

Media

Media coverage of the event so far has
been excellent, thanks to Media Liaison
Officer Cathy Rogers. The Courier Mail
presented a photo story on page 8
which covered almost half a page. Radio
stations 4QR and 4BC conducted live
interviews, whilst both Channel 9 and
10 covered the event in some depth
today. We're getting some great
feedback.

Late news

The young guns went well in round one of
the Xstrata Australian Championship.
The highlight was reigning Australian
Junior Champion Moulthun Ly’s win over
IM Alex Wohl.

WIM Arianne Caoili (just 18) almost
punished GM Darryl Johansen for
overstretching in his winning efforts and
drew.

Eleven-year-old Raymond Song held the
upper hand against George Xie, but also
drew.

South Australian James Obst (16)
defeated Igor Goldenberg, and Laura
Moylan struck another blow for the girls
by defeating Greg Canfell.

Otherwise results went with seedings.

Tan Murray [0412 717053]
John Humphrey
Lionel Smerdon

Tournament Contacts
Organising Committee Arbiters Media Liaison
Graeme Gardiner Gary Bekker Cathy Rogers
[0438 305797] Roland Eime

Jason Lyons
Charles Zworestine

Bulletins

Wendy Gardiner

Problem Corner

Arthur Willmott has kindly given us a
series of problems to be used in the
AusChamps. Each day a new one will be
published and the answers will appear on
the following day. There are no prizes
but we hope you enjoy them.
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Arthur Willmott’'s Problem No. 1

White makes 10 moves straight leaving Black
forced to move, creating stalemate.




